Good evening.   
I was a SEARCH IV participant and by this time, the value of the program itself, and the networks that SEARCH generated was recognized throughout this province. And other provinces. My cohort had two participants from Saskatchewan, and a faculty member from Saskatchewan. We also had visitors throughout our program that were interested in duplicating the successes of SEARCH. 
SEARCH’s mandate was to increase capacity for ‘choosing, using and creating’ research, and the program met its mandate admirably. However, there were other benefits at least as valuable if not more – especially to someone from a northern, rural region. 
The benefits of creating a network of a group of individuals from throughout the province (and beyond its borders), individuals from varied educational backgrounds, a range of professions, who worked in all areas of health, from community health promotion and prevention, primary care, acute care and seniors care.  
The benefits of being able to tap into this amazing resource of our team, the benefits of being able to tap into the previous SEARCH cohorts (once a SEARCHER always a SEARCHER!). As Kelly has previously alluded to – when a request comes from a fellow SEARCHER, if at all possible – the response is almost immediate. 
The benefits of working in teams, and not only working in teams, but in long distance teams. Across regions, across disciplines. This preparatory work has stood us all in good stead, as we have moved to one very large team – that which is called Alberta Health Services. 

The other benefit is understanding how teams function, and the work that must be done in order to have a team that can produce and add value.
I want to close by telling a story. As has been mentioned, SEARCH was instrumental in bringing research into the smaller more rural regions. How did this happen? The two small former rural regions (Aspen and Peace) were developing their policies, their procedures on research and evaluation. How did we do this? Did we want to start from scratch? No!  Sandy Doze (SEARCH I) invited us to Red Deer, Steve (SEARCH II) – whom you have already met – was there to help us.   Carol, my colleague from SEARCH III and from the former Aspen, and myself, the former Peace got together to talk about ensuring a consistent approach for reviewing projects throughout the rural regions. 
This group continues to this day, comprised mostly of former SEARCH participants, but not totally. As there are a group from northern BC that wanted to join us as well, in learning and sharing. When we build a community of scholar practitioners, such as SEARCH has facilitated, the momentum continues. 
Thank you to SEARCH and to Sarah, under whose gentle wisdom and guidance, we were able to grow and to build these fantastic networks. 
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