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Address
Dear CEO:
Intent to sponsor SEARCH VI Participants 
Thank you for your partnership in the SEARCH program.  As we move forward with the new SEARCH organization, we are committed to maintaining the timing and quality of the SEARCH two-year training program to support capacity for an evidence-based health system. Proven impacts of the SEARCH program are summarized in the attached evaluation highlights.  
XXX region (eg Capital Health, Alberta Health etc) is invited to sponsor XXX staff members to participate in SEARCH VI which begins in May 2007. Please indicate by December 15 how many participants you would like to sponsor.  An application form is enclosed for your reference and assistance in determining which individuals will participate.  The full application is required by January 31, 2007.   

Every two years, 25 spaces are allocated to Alberta’s health care organizations as follows: three spaces for each metro region, and two for each non-metro region, with other spaces allocated to physicians, government and community agencies. If the allocated places are not taken up by December 15, they will be reallocated according to demand.  A waiting list is kept in case of late changes in participation.

With organizational support, professionals in all sectors of the health system are eligible for participation, and places may be taken by affiliated continuing care and/or faith based organizations, as well as direct RHA employees.  A profile of a SEARCH Participant is attached, together with some brochures and posters that can be distributed internally and to affiliated organizations to assist in recruitment.   
I would like to alert you to another opportunity available during SEARCH VI.  In Module 6, scheduled for June 2008, an integration exercise occurs in which the SEARCH participants apply their skills to develop and present recommendations for action on a pressing issue identified by the region. This Integration exercise is an extremely valuable learning experience and has been very beneficial to the regions involved to date (Keeweetinok Lakes in 2002; Northern Lights in 2004, and Aspen in 2006).  If you would like more information on what is involved in hosting Module 6 please get in touch with me as soon as possible.  There is no cost to the region except the time of some regional staff. 
Your participants have each brought tremendous talent, skills, and varied perspectives to the SEARCH province-wide network, and we understand that the new knowledge and abilities of participants have strengthened organizational capacity for producing and using locally relevant research.  
Important Dates:  
December 15, 2006:  Please email Sarah Hayward at sarah.hayward@searchca.net and indicate the number of participants you would like to sponsor.  

December 15 – January 31, 2007:  Regions determine the individuals who will participate and complete the full application form.  

January 31, 2007:  The deadline for the full application to be submitted to SEARCH Canada.    

April 8, 2007:  SEARCH VI Managers Orientation

May 2007:  SEARCH VI commences

We look forward to continuing to work together for the health of Albertans.  Please feel free to contact me with any questions, or to discuss the benefits of participation.
Yours truly,
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Sarah Hayward

Chief Executive Officer
	CC:
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